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Beulah Baptist Church 

Rev. Jerry D. Black, Pastor 

 

Sunday School – May 9, 2021 

Rev. Leonard Himes 

 

Title: Offering Hope for the Future 

Quarterly Theme: The Call of God 

Hope for the Future - Printed Text: Isaiah 29: 13-24  

 

Devotional Reading: Jeremiah 29:10-14  

Bible Background: Isaiah 29:13-24 

 

I. Aim for Change/Learning Objectives   

By the end of this lesson, we will: 

A. Consider how Gods’ promise of mercy will triumph over judgement; 

B. Believe in the essential characteristic of Gods’ forgiveness; and 

C. Rejoice in the manifestation of God’s love in our own lives. 

 

In Focus: Understanding the necessity of having boundaries in our lives.  When those 

in our lives continually make bad decisions and repeatedly keep coming to us to bail 

them out and never attempt to make a corrective change.  

 

II. Unifying principle: All relationships suffer when people lapse into  

immorality. 

The collateral damage compounds upon those around us.  Isaiah prophesied that God 

would punish the people of Judah but still give mercy to the nation. (Romans 14:7), 

(Proverbs 27:17) 

 

III. Key Verse:  They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding and they that 

murmured shall learn doctrine. (Isaiah 29:24) 

 

IV. The People, Places and Times in Our Text  

A. Isaiah is chief of the prophets.  Writing under the law he gives a clear picture of 

grace, looking not only toward the captives but also to the captives. 

 

B. Isaiah brought a message of judgement tempered with hope.  He ministered for 

over 60 years and prophesied during the reign of five kings:  Uzziah, Jotham, 

Ahaz, Hezekiah, and Manasseh.  He pleaded for the people to repent and return 

back to a loving God for forgiveness and restoration.  He prayed and God showed 

them great mercy and protection. 
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V.   Background  

Isaiah stood as the voice of God amid the peoples’ disobedience during the 

beginning of Isaiah’s ministry.  Judah experienced military and financial strength.  

As a result, they disregarded Gods commands, especially in their treatment of the 

poor and needy. 

Isaiah 29 opens with a sorrowful declaration because the nation was consumed 

with self-sufficiency.(Isaiah 29:1).  Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David 

dwelt! Add the year to year let them kill sacrifices.  “Ariel” – meaning lion of 

God! Why won’t you listen?   

Pride and sufficiency always lead to a downfall. 

 

VI.  The Lesson At-A-Glance 

1. Far from center (Isaiah 29:13-16)     

2. Return to Center (Isaiah 29:17-21)   

3. Return to Covenant (Isaiah 29:22-24) 

 

VII. In Depth with More Light on the Text  

A. Far from center (Isaiah 29:13-16). God caused the false prophets, rulers and 

seers to fail into deep delusions.  This left Judah in a stupor unable to 

understand the word of the Lord. 

 

1. Isaiah called them out for their hypocrisy and religious performances. 

God wants a right belief and a right conduct.  If we don’t live what we 

teach it will have very little impact. 

 

2. Judah leaders thought that they could hide from God and do without his 

wisdom.  God reminded them that nothing is hidden from him.  True 

worship is in spirit and truth.  It should never become routine. 

 

B. A return to center (Isaiah 29:17-21) – The message now shifts for the hope to 

come moving from judgement to restoration.  God’s covenant stands true 

repentance brings hope.  They would be restored. 

 

1.  The people would be brought back to their place of dependence upon God.  

He wants all of his people to live a beatitude life.  Living that life brings his 

blessings and strengthens our hope in his promises. 

 

2. The people will then see a positive change.  The fruitful field will become a 

forest. (vs. 17) meaning:  Where one is cut down God raises up another.  

Those blind and deaf to the things of God will now see and hear. 

 

3. The poor and needy that lacked will rejoice in the Holy one of Israel. 
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C. Return to covenant (Isaiah 29:22-24) 

God reminds the nation of his promise to Abraham that will be fulfilled.   (Genesis 

12:1-3,15:1-5)  Abraham would be the father of many nations and that his seed 

would be great in the land.  God put Abraham on display to show his promises to a 

Nation. 

 

VIII.   Liberating Lesson 

God’s love is boundless and his grace is there for those who will receive it.  The 

worlds system attacks and pursues the pulling down of people.  As Gods children we 

should be lifting up those oppressed and in need. 

 

IX. Application for activation 

 Think of ways to be used of God, to disciple others.  Start by mentoring and 

modeling a walk that’s consistent with a crucified life. 

 

X. Questions for reflections 

 1.  Do I live a sincere life before the Lord?  

 2.  Is there any part of my life that’s off limits to God?   

 3.  Is my hope a true reflection of the promises of God?   
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