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BIBLE STUDY: “DEALING WITH DEATH” 
 

Death.  The most ominous term in the human language.  Dark and foreboding, morbidity and 

finality are some of the terms that come to mind when the idea and specter of and about death are 

under contemplation. We live in a world now where the reality of death is altogether real, present 

now and as most of us feel, it will come in the immediate future if we are not personally and as a 

community careful to protect ourselves.  In some ways, this present time feels like the death 

angel riding through the world each and every night after the manner of the Lord in Exodus 

12:12: “For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in 

the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgment: I am the LORD.”    

 

We are people of faith. We trust that although death for all is real and eminent, the victory yet 

belongs to the people of the Lord.  Both now and on into eternity.  This bible study will examine 

the subject of Death in its origins and how we as people of faith understand it.  This study will 

also have as part of its directive, some precepts as to how to deal with death as part of the 

grieving process.   

Notes:________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Overview of Death…1 

Death is taken in Scripture, first, for the separation of body and soul--the first death, secondly for 

alienation from God, and exposure to his wrath, 1John 3:14, etc.; thirdly, for the second death, 

that of eternal damnation.  Death was the penalty affixed to Adam's transgression, Gen. 2:17; 

3:19; and all his posterity are transgressors, and share the curse inflicted upon him.  CHRIST is 

"our life."  All believers share his life, spiritually and eternally; and though sin and bodily is 

taken away, and in the resurrection the last enemy shall be trampled under foot, Rom. 5:12-21; 

1Co 15:1-58. 

  

Natural death is described as a yielding up of the breath, or spirit, expiring, as a return to our 

original dust, Gen. 3:19 as the soul's laying off the body, its clothing, 2Co 5:3,4, or the tent in 

which it has dwelt, 2Co 5:1.  The death of the believer is a departure, a going home, a falling 

asleep in Jesus, Php 1:23; John 11:11. 

  

The term death is also sometimes used for any great calamity, or imminent danger threatening 

life, as persecution, 2Co 1:10.  "The gates of death,” Job 38:17, signify the unseen world 

occupied by departed spirits.  Death is also figuratively used to denote the insensibility of 

 
1 Death—The American Tract Society 
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Christians to the temptations of a sinful world, Col 3:3.  With these points in mind, lets now take 

a more detailed look at the different aspects of death. 

 

 

I. Theological View of Death2 
 

A. Conception of Sin and Death 

According to Gen. 2:17, God gave to man, created in His own image, the command not 

to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, and added thereto the warning, "in the day 

that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die." Though not exclusively, reference is certainly 

made here in the first place to bodily death. Yet because death by no means came upon Adam 

and Eve on the day of their transgression, but took place hundreds of years later, the 

expression, "in the day that," must be conceived in a wider sense, or the delay of death must 

be attributed to the entering-in of mercy (Gen. 3:15). However this may be, Gen. 2:17 places 

a close connection between man's death and his transgression of God's commandment, 

thereby attaching to death a religious and ethical significance, and on the other hand makes 

the life of man dependent on his obedience to God. This religious-ethical nature of life and 

death is not only decidedly and clearly expressed in Gen. 2:1-25, but it is the fundamental 

thought of the whole of Scripture and forms an essential element in the revelations of 

salvation.  

The theologians of early and more recent times, who have denied the spiritual 

significance of death and have separated the connection between ethical and physical life, 

usually endeavor to trace back their opinions to Scripture; and those passages which 

undoubtedly see in death a punishment for sin (Gen. 2:17; Rom. 6:23; 1Co 15:21), they take 

as individual opinions, which form no part of the organism of revelation. But this endeavor 

shuts out the organic character of the revelation of salvation. It is true that death in Holy 

Scripture is often measured by the weakness and frailty of human nature (Job 14:1,12; Ps.  

90:5; 103:14-15). Death is seldom connected with the transgression of the first man either in 

the Old Testament or the New Testament, or mentioned as a specified punishment for sin 

(Joh 8:44; Ro 5:12; 6:23; 1Co 15:21; Jas 1:15); for the most part it is portrayed as 

something natural (Gen. 5:5; 9:29; 15:15; 25:8, etc.), a long life being presented as a 

blessing in contrast to death in the midst of days as a disaster and a judgment (Ps 102:23). 

But all this is not contrary to the idea that death is a consequence of, and a punishment for, 

sin.  

Daily, everyone who agrees with Scripture that death is held out as a punishment for sin, 

speaks in the same way. Death, though come into the world through sin, is nevertheless at the 

same time a consequence of man's physical and frail existence now; it could therefore be 

threatened as a punishment to man, because he was taken out of the ground and was made a 

living soul, of the earth earthy (Gen. 2:7; 1Co 15:45,47). If he had remained obedient, he 

would not have returned to dust (Gen. 3:19) but have pressed forward on the path of spiritual 

development (1Co 15:46,51); his return to dust was possible simply because he was made 

from dust.  

Thus, although death is in this way a consequence of sin, yet a long life is felt to be a 

blessing and death a disaster and a judgment, above all when man is taken away in the bloom 

 
2 The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia Article by Herman Bavinck 
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of his youth or the strength of his years. There is nothing strange, therefore, in the manner in 

which Scripture speaks about death; we all express ourselves daily in the same way, though 

we at the same time consider it as the wages of sin. Beneath the ordinary, everyday 

expressions about death lies the deep consciousness that it is unnatural and contrary to our 

innermost being.  

Notes:________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

B. The Meaning of Death 

1. Meaning of Death from a Theological Perspective3 

This is decidedly expressed in Scripture much more so even than among 

ourselves. For we are influenced always more or less by the Greek, Platonic idea, that the 

body dies, yet the soul is immortal. Such an idea is utterly contrary to the Israelite 

consciousness, and is nowhere found in the Old Testament. The whole man dies, when in 

death the spirit (Eccl 12:7), or soul (2Sa 1:9; Jonah 4:3), goes out of a man. Not only his 

body, but his soul also returns to a state of death and belongs to the nether-world; 

therefore the Old Testament can speak of a death of one's soul.  This death of man is not 

annihilation, however, but a deprivation of all that makes for life on earth.  

 

2. Biblical Definitions of Death4 

Death…may be simply defined as the termination of life. It is represented under a 

variety of aspects in Scripture:  

 (i.) "The dust shall return to the earth as it was" (Eccl 12:7).  

 (ii.) "Thou takest away their breath, they die" (Ps 104:29).  

 (iii.) It is the dissolution of "our earthly house of this tabernacle" (2Co 5:1); the "putting      

         off this tabernacle" (2Pe 1:13,14).  

 (iv.) Being "unclothed" (2Co 5:3,4).  

 (v.) "Falling on sleep" (Acts 13:36; 2Pet 3:9).  

 (vi.) "I go whence I shall not return" (Job 10:21); "Make me to know mine end" (Ps  

         39:4); "to depart" (Php 1:23).  

  

The grave is represented as "the gates of death" (Job 38:17; Ps 9:13). The gloomy silence 

of the grave is spoken of under the figure of the "shadow of death" (Jer 2:6). Death is the 

effect of sin, and not a "debt of nature." It is but once (Heb 9:27), universal, necessary 

(Lu 2:28-30). Jesus has by his own death taken away its sting for all his followers (1Co 

15:55-57).  There is a spiritual death in trespasses and sins, i.e., the death of the soul 

under the power of sin (Ro 8:6; Eph 2:1,3). The "second death" (Re 2:11) is the 

everlasting perdition of the wicked (Re 21:8), and "second" in respect to natural or 

temporal death.  

  

THE DEATH OF CHRIST is the procuring cause incidentally of all the blessings men 

enjoy on earth. But specially it is the procuring cause of the actual salvation of all his 

people, together with all the means that lead thereto. It does not make their salvation 

 
3 ISBE, Bavinck 
4 Easton’s Bible Dictionary 



4 | P a g e  

 

merely possible, but certain (Mt 18:11; Ro 5:10; 2Co 5:21; Ga 1:4; 3:13; Eph 1:7; 2:16; 

Ro 8:32-35). 

 

C. The Spiritual Significance of Death5 

This revelation by degrees rejects the old contrast between life on earth and the 

disconsolate existence after death, in the dark place of Sheol, and puts another in its 

place. The physical contrast between life and death gradually makes way for the moral 

and spiritual difference between a life spent in the fear of the Lord, and a life in the 

service of sin. The man who serves God is alive; life is involved in the keeping of His 

commandments (Le 18:5; De 30:20); His word is life. Life is still for the most part 

understood to mean length of days (Pr 3:16; Isa 65:20). Nevertheless it is remarkable 

that Proverbs often mentions death and Sheol in connection with the godless, and on the 

other hand only speaks of life in connection with the righteous. Wisdom, righteousness, 

the fear of the Lord is the way of life. The wicked is driven away in his wickedness, but 

the righteous hath hope in his death (Isa 14:32). Blessed is he who has the Lord for his 

God (Deut 33:29; Ps 1:1-2) he is comforted in the greatest adversity (Ps 73:25-28; Hab 

3:17-19), and sees a light arise for him behind physical death (Gen. 49:18). The godless 

on the contrary, although enjoying for a time much prosperity, perish and come to an end 

(Ps 1:4-6; Isa 48:22).  

 

Notes:________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

 
5 ISBE, Bavinck 


